’ WEATHER.

followed by

Increasing cloudiness,
showers late tonight and

warmer tonight; cooler Wednesday.
Temperature past twenty-four hours:
High, 61, at 4 p.m. yesterday; low, 36,

at § a.m. today.
For full report see page 1

Wednesday,;
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REPORT 10 SENATE
ONDISTRICT BILL

Conferees Fail to Agree on
Rider Abolishing Half-
and-Half System.

TWO OTHER AMENDMENTS
MEET WITH OBJECTIONS

Provision in Bill Giving Commis-
sioners Authority to Appoint
Board of Education.

The conference report on the Dis-
frict appropriation bill, showing Aan
grrecment between the two houses on
f!l except three items in the bill, was
submitied to the Senate today by Sena-
tor John Walter Smith of Maryland.
Senator Smith urged the adoption of
the report So that the House rmgl}t
have un early opportunity to act on it
also. -

Objection to the immediate considera-
tion of the report was made by Sena-
tor Root of New York and Senatoer
Thomas of Colerade, und the report
was ordered to be printed and will
‘ome up later.
"l.‘he Senate conferees succeeded in
having the item for 3Jl0v0ut lor the
recimmation of the Anacoslua river tlats
retuinen in the bitl Toey also succesded
m paving an item of §ouv,uvu Tor the
equipment of ihe new Western High
Se ool retained in the bill, striking out,
nowever, the language 10 be imime-
urately available” i

1 wmenument for an eight-room ad-
giyon to tne Poweli Scouvol, cosung
supil, was agreed to.

A Senale amendinent providing that
Lerearter all puplis wnose parents are

empioyed omcially or otherwise 1n me‘
insStrict snayl be aomitted and taught |
Lee of chiarge In the instrict Schuws

was ugreed v
Appointment of Board of Education.

‘The conferees inserted a provision that
sereafter the members of the board of
education shall be appointed by the
Dhistrict Commissioners instead of by the
1nstrict Supreme Court.

The House conferees agreed to the
Senate amendment appropriating
money to be used by the Southern He-
liel mociety for the care and mainte-
pance of indigent and infirm men,
women and cnpildren, reducing the
asmount from $1u,000 to §6.000.

The Senate conferees receded from
tue Senate amendment to aid the as-
suciation for the blind and to aid the
Columbia Polytechnic Institute, also
for the blind. The Senate conferees
receded from the amendment to the
piovision for the District reformatory
and also from tnat amendment which
would provide that no brick or other
building material that may be pro-
duced at the workhouse or reformatory
=hull be sold in competition with prod-
uets of free labor w any department
or institution of the District govern-
ment. Under the Héwd of improvement
and repairs on streets and avenues an
item of $89.400 in the House blll was
increased Lo $110.700.

Yielded by Senate Conferees,

The Senate conferees receded from an
amendment to repave with asphalt the
granite roadway of P street northwest
between 28th street and Wisconsin ave-
nue. Under the construction of sub-
urban roads the Senate conferees re-
ceded from an amendment carrying
$30,000 for Conmnecticut avenue from
Tilden street to Grant roaid, and also
from an amendment carrying §4,200 for
Benning road. The House conferees
agreed to the following Senate amend-
ments under this head: 8Six thousand
dollars for Albemarle street from Con-
necticut avenue to Reno road; $9,400
for Kenyon sireet from Georgia avenue
to Park place. The Senate receded
from its amendment changing the pro-
vizion for public scales as carried in
the House bill

The House conferees agreed to an
amendment carryving $3,750 for the con-
struction of a swimming pool, shower
baths, etc, for the Georgetown play-
grounds.

The Senazte conferees receded from an
amendment increasing the appropriation
for the care of RHock Creek Park from
#15,000 to $20,000.

The House conferees agreed to an
amendment Increasing the salary of the
special beginning teacher in the normal
schools from $800 to $900.

Compromise Effected.

The conferees agreed to a compromise
of 327500 for the purchase and repair
of furniture, tools, materials and books
to be used in conrection with manual
training.

The conferees threw out a Senate
amendment for $2,000 for the employ-
ment of temporary personal services
wunder the head of schools. They also
struck out a Senate amendment giving
the District Commissioners authority to
close public areas which may lie wholly
within the boundarfes of any site pur-
chased for the Eastern High School. The
Senate amendment providing that any
balance remaining after the purchase of
the =ite for the Eastern High School may
be applied for the purpose of putting the
gite in a suitable condition also was
stricken out.

The Senale amendments applving to
the metropolitan police were agreed to
except an amendment of £5,000 for the
reconstruction of cell corridors.

TUnder the fire department the Senat-=
conferees receded from an amendment
dnereasing the salary of a chief clerk
fre $1.800 to $2.000. Senate amend-
ts providing for a machinist at
, two machinists at $1.200 each,
electrician at ¥$1,200, boller muker
blacksmith, and a painter at
$1.200, clerk at $1,000, a machinist help-
er at 3300 and a skilled laborer at §600
were agreed to.

Relating to Dismissals From Force.

A Senate amendment providing that |

kereafter no removals from the force
of the fire department shzll be made
except upon written charges and after
an opportunity for defense on the part
of the person 15t whom such
charges may be made was agreed to.

SEal

The language proviilng that no person |

so removed shall be reappointed toany
position in the fre department was
stricken out,
The Senate amendment decreasing
the amount for repairs to apparatus
and motor vepicles and for new ap-
paratus, etc, from $15.000 to $5.,000
was not agreed to. A Senate amend-
ment for twe combination chemical
and hose wagons#, motor driven, to cost
$12,000 was agreed to.
Under the items for the helith de-
partment a Senate amendment of §1,000
for repairs to the smallpox hospital and
administration bullding was agreed to.
A Senate amendment for the extensjon
of water mains to provide fire protec-
tion for the smallpox hospital was not
sugreed to, ¥

The conferees agreed to a Senate
amendment for a chemical laboratory:
for the purchase and installation of new
apparatus, §2.080; for the replacement of

SAYS EVELYN LOGS
TRAGIC ACCIDENT

President Is Informed Captain
Did Not Follow Safe Course
Laid Out for Him.

OFFICIALS HERE FEAR
FOR SAFETY OF CREW

Civil Suit for Damages by Owners
and United States Insurance Bu-
reau Only Recourse.

President Wilson views the recent
sinking of the American steamer Eve-
I¥yn in the North sea as a tragic acci-
dent, he told callers today. and has
been unofficially informed that her
captain was not following a safe
course laid out for him. He added that
warnings had been given that mines
were planted in the area in which the
Evelyn was sunk. -

The Fresident indicated he has not
yet determined whether repliez will be
sent to the recent notes from Germany
and Great Britain on the war Zzones
and the use of the American flag. He
said, however, there was nothing in
the German or English notes which
would cause the TUnited States to
change its position. He indicated that
the entire subject still was under con-
sideration.

The sinking of the Evelyn and the
international situation generally were
discussed at the Cabinet meeting which
was the briefest in months. It was
indicated that no further action would
be taken until furiher details were ob-
tained and that the administration saw
nothing in the incident liable to cause
international complications. .

It was said to be practically certain
that no replies will be sent to the lat-
est British and German notes.

Awaits News From Crew.

Officials of the Washington govern-
ment today awaited with some anxiety
word as to the fate of thirteen of the
crew of the Evelyn who were reported
to have rowed for the HoHand coast
after the vessel struck. The only offi-

cial word which had been received was
from the American consul at Bremen,
who on Sunday night reported the
safety of the crew.

(ficials heard today through unoffi-
cial sources that only the captain and
fourteen members of the Evelyn's crew
had been accounted for. All of the
party, except one, who died from ex-
posure, were safe in a hospital at
Eremerhaven following their rescue by
a Dutch pilot =hip.

Definite information as the results of
the insuiry into the disaster now be-
ing made by representatives of the
American government also iz awaited
here. Pending such information, how-
ever, the Washington government will
not deeide n a courge of action.
Secretary Bryan cabled to American
Minister Henry .Van Dyker-at The
Hague, the same message he previous-
ly had sent to Ambassadors Page and
Gerard, at London and Berlin, respec-
tively, asking that every care be ex-
tended to the missing members of the
crew should they land on the coast of
Holland. He also requested that Min-
ister Van Dyke make an investigation
of the facts of the occurrence through
all available agencies.

Only Civil Suit Likely.

It was conceded in official quarters
that if the nationality of the mine were
not determined, and if no proof Were
obtained to show whether official noti-
fications to neutral vessels concerning
the courses they should steer were
being followed by the Evelyn, there
would be virtually no ground for dip-
lomatic protest. A civil suit, however,
by the United States war risk insur-
ance bureau and the owners of the
vessel and cargo is certain to follow
upon such evidence as can be gathered
through the official inquiries now being
made. Some officials thought that a
claim for damages might even be laid
against both Germany and Great Brit-
ain if the mines were sown far beyond
beiligerent zones of operation without
giving due notice to neutral craft.

Although there has been no protests
thus far from the United States con-
cerning the laying of mines in belligerent
waters, and none Is <believed likely at
this time, it was considered possible in
many -quarters that an effort might be
made by the American government to
learn more definitely from the belligerents
the precautions which they have taken to
safeguard neutral commerce in the mine
zones, and to obtain more data on which

| American ship captains could be guided

in the fulure as to safeguard channels.

CRITICISES SHIPPING POLICY.

Representative Moore Cites Incident
of the Evelyn.

“The United States government seems
to be more responsible than anvbody
else for the menace of war which the
incident of the Evelyn has emphasiz-
ed,” said Representative J. Hampton
Moore of VPennsylvania today. Mr.
Moore was explaining his resolution
introduced today asking the Secretary
of the Treasury to make a report re-
garding the ownership of the Evelyn,
which was sunk by a mine in the
North sea, and the amount of insur-
ance placed on that vessel which the
recently organized federal war risk in-
surance bureau will have to pay frem
the United States Treasury,

Mr. Moore further said:

“The administration could not have a
more concrete example of the unwis-
dom of its shipping policy. The Presi-
dent wants us to buy foreign ships and
the Evelyn was a-foreign ship built
thirty-two years ago.

“The administration wants us to give
American registry to foreign- built ves-
sels wrecked and repaired in American
waters, and here the Evelyn fits in
‘also. She was wrecked and repaired in
I 1597, and received full rights to fly the
| American flag, a right greater than the
| value of the ship itself, when the war
i broke out. Still it was not suflicient to

| induce insurance companies to protect
|her against carrying conditional con-
|trabands into the war territory.”

'  Representative Moore said that the
loss of money from the United States
| Treasury by insuring the Evelyn in the
new war risk bureau is an example of
ithe government in fighting internation-
al complications.

Shell Wounds Priest at Mass.

HAZEBROUCK, via Parls, February
23.—A soldier priest was saying mass
yvesterday in a church at Elverdingue
near Ypres, when a German shell ex-
ploded over the bullding. A portion
of the missile came through the roof

and struck the priest on the head. He
was taken to the nearest ambulance,
where an operation was performed,

(Continued on Second Rage.)

and It is hoped he will recover, al-
Lﬂwu‘h his condition is serious,

HOW TO MEASURE
CITY TAX BURDENS

Done Accurately Only by Com-
paring Dollars Actually
Paid in Tax Levies.

CENSUS DISCREDITS
PROUTY’S METHOD

Reported Relation of Assessed to
True Value Worthless as Factor
in Measuring Comparative
Tax Burdens.

NO. IL
Editorial Correspondence of The Star.
BY THEODORE W. NOYES.

An impartial commission, if
one is created, can do the capital
and the nation good service by
deciding the fairest and most ac-
curate method of measuring the
comparative tax-burdens of cities.
Washington urges that the dol-
lars of tax-money actually paid,
shown in total census tax-levies
and especially in the per capita
tax-levy, furnish the only fair and
approximately accurate basis of
measurement and comparison.
Representative Prouty and the
anti-District faction following his
lead contend that comparative
tax-burdens are accurately meas-
ured by accepting as true the |
census-reported relations of as-|
sessed to actual value in the dif-
ferent cities and by applying this
ratio to the tax-rate.

By the first method of compari-
son Washington’s tax-burden is|
heavier than that of the vast ma-
jority of American cities, and
measures up fairly with that im-
posed upon cities approximating
the capital in population. Owing
to the capital’s peculiar disabili-
ties this burden is heavier than in
any other American city.

By the second method Wash-
ington’s tax-burden is figured out
as among the lightest of all
American cities, and by the in-
jection of some statistical factors
outside the census which Wash-
ington considers irrelevant, Mr.
Prouty proclaims that the capi-|
tal's tax-burden is only a little|
more than one-half that of the
average American city.

Congress directly, or indirectly
by commission or joint commit-
tee, is petitioned to analyze these
two methods of comparison and
to decide which is fair and ap-
proximately accurate, and which
is unsound and misleading.

Washington protests to Con-
gress that it is grossly unjust to
the capital to accept the Prouty
method of comparison and to re-
ject the per capita tax-levy meth-
od without the thoughtiul consid-
eration which this vital issue de-
serves.

Our method of comparison
measures’ the fax-burden by the
dollars of tax-money actually paid
and divides the burden per capita
among those who have paid it.

The Prouty method assumes
that unsworn statements from
American cities concerning  the
relation of assessed to actual
value are true, and that if the law
provides for full valuation the
property is assessed for taxation
at 100% of its actual market
value. But this assumption is
false, and everybody knows that
it is false. The census bulletins
expose its falsity; municipal offi-
cials almost everywhere con-
fess it. g

The slightest 'unbiased exami-
nation will convince any fair-
minded investigator that the
Prouty method of comparison, on
account of the presence of this
factor of unreliability and inac-
curacy, must be discredited as ab-
solutely worthless.

The figures on which both
methods of comparison are based
are taken from the census bulle-
tins concerning American cities.
Let Congress consider the testi-
mony on this issue given by the
census authorities. Both sets of
figures are from the census: let
the census decide which of its
figures lead to truth and which to
error.

Testimony of Census Authorities.

bulletin No. 65 (1890) says:
“In comparing the rates of taxation
between the several places it should
be borne in mind that the relation or

the assessed valuation to the true wval-
uation varies greatly and what Is ap-
parently & high rate of taxation may
be owing not to an excessive levy, but

to the low value placed upon the prop-
erty assessed, requiring the rate to be
correspondingly high in order to yield
the desired revenue. It wonld seem
therefore that the inxation per ecapita
represents more nearly the relative
burdens imposed by the tax levy.”

In addition to the actual tigures of
tax rate, assessment and thx levy, the
census in recent years has collected
the opinions, estimates, guesses of
municipal officials as to the true value
of property, and has then figured out
what the tax rate would be on the full
value of property, if these estimates,

Census

| supply
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TENSE FEELING NOW PREVAILS
AMONG PEOPLE OF HOLLAND

Nervous Ov:r}ossible Res;lts of German
Blockade—Movement of Troops
to Frontier Continues.

THE HAGUE, via Lond, February 22.
—A tense undercurrent of feellng has
been running through all classes in
Holland for the past two or three days.
This is attributed tb public concern,
owing to Germany's action in not re-
plying to/ the Dutch note of protest
conecerning the North sea war zone and

nervougness as to what might resuit
from the German blockade and sub-
mawrine activity, which possibly might
produce an untoward incident at any
moment.

Although 1'es§/els belonging to other
neutral states have suffered, Dutch
ships up to the present have escaped
damage, but many seamen are demand-

ing increased wages owing 1o the
risks. Some of the men decline to sail,
and have left their ships, especially
those bound for England. Numbers of
passengers for the Dutch East Indies
have decided to pass through Germany
to Genoa in order to take ship there.
Even the Dutch fishing boats, by
governmental order, are to be palnted
in the mnational colors, while thelr
crews have been advised to carry with
them evidences of their nationality.
The continued movements of troops
toward the various frontier points and
the constant work of military en-
gineers on inundation works have in-
creased the uneasiness of the people.
The newspapers génerally refrain from
commenting on the situation.

LONDON, February 23.—A report on
the fighting in the Caucasus recelved
from the headquarters of the Russianl
commander of that region, says that
February 21 there were engagements
with the Turks in the vicinity of
Tchoruk, as a result of which the Turks
were driven beyond the river. There
was no fAghting elsewhere on this

date. '
An official dispatch from Sofia says the

.Russiams are concentrating large forces at

Odessa, in readiness to ship them to
Midia on the Black sea, sixty miles
northwest of.Constantinople, for an at-
tack on Constantinople.

A dispatch to the Daily Telegraph

RUSSIANS DRIVE TURKS BACK;
PLAN CONSTANTINOPLE ATTACK

from Athens says that the Turks, ex-
pecting the entrance of the allied fleet
into the Sea of Marmora, have sent
troops and heavy artillery to all the
islands in that sea.

Tenslon With Greece.

PARIS, February 22.—When tension
between Turkey and Greece was great-
est last week, says the Petit Parisien,
the Turkish minister at Sofia asked the
Bulgarian government if it would per-
mit Tquish troops to pass through
Bulgaria for an attack upon Greece
should war be declared. Premler Rad-
oslavofl replied, the paper asserts, that
neither country would be permitted to
t{:msport troops across Bulgarian ter-
ritory.

LONDON, February 23—A private
message from EBEerlin states that this
was the first “bread day.” Every Ger-
man received a ticket early in the
morning entitling him to his supply.
Every member of the imperlal family
as well as the humblest households
was included in the distribution with-
out distinetion.

The Prussian diet has unanimously
accepted a bill appropriating 100,000,000
marks ($25,000,000) as a subsgidy to be
used in alleviating the sufferings of
persons affected by the war, says a
Berlin dispatch received by Reuter's
Telegram Company by way of Amsler-
dam.

Food Supply Assured.

Clemens Delbruck, the imperial min-
ister of the interior, declared that a
of fond for-the population at
moderate prices Was now assured.

“The methods by which Great Britain

ROYALTY GETS TICKETS FOR BREAD
ALONG WITH GERMANY’S POOR

is striving to wage a war of starva-
tion against Germany,” Herr Delbruck
continued, "imposes on every man the
obligation to subordinate every other
consideration to that of serving his
country. What will inflict the most {o
jury on our enemy and contribute the
most for victory for the fatherland
must he the principle by which we are
governed hereafter in CHTrYing un. the
i-ﬁ:lﬂn-tt. ]'l'hl-n We cannaot I-mqn, even if
* hole COT 5 i
again‘:n.I Jug‘__“mm should he in arms

Kaiser Urges Spari ng Use.

A special dispateh to the Berlin Zpi-
Ltung am Miltag from Koeni
that Emperor William during his wvisit
to Loetzen, East Prussia, at the time
of the recent operations, spoke of the
necessity of dealing sparingly with
food supplies, He said he e o g

i Fupplies., Xpect
every Ii-t‘nn_au that he wm:]dp rt'e::iuzg
the _.l»-;nsumpurm of food as much as
possible,  particularly of a
which, the emperor said, una.‘fc'rfitﬂ?f_'

cumstances should be 3
piiing used os food for

2

BERLIN, via Paris, Febryary 23.—An
inspired statement in the Nerd Deutsch
Allgemeine Zeitung replies to demands
that the newspapers be permitted to
discuss the war and what should be
done if Germany Is victorlous. Discus-
sion of future peace terms at thie time
is considered inadvisable by political
and military leaders, the article says.
It adds, however, that at the proper
time, which will be decided by the
court of military events, such a dis-
cussion will be permissible.

“When this time comes,” It says, “the

(Continued on Third Page.)
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DISCUSSION OF PEACE TERMS
HELD INADVISABLE BY TEUTONS

support of public opinion
v _ , and
will be no disposition to preve11:hf£:

people from 7
of peace.” oy discussing terms
* '}

——r—

Lloyds Advances Harine Iiates.

l-LOND,ON' February 23__The Lloyds
Inderwriters have advanced war pisk
premiums on transatlantic Passuges
nearly one-half. Coastal risks also
have been increased. Lloyds’ rate for
transatlantic passages Is now from 1l
to 1% per cent. The government, how-
ever, continues to write business at its

government will be thankful for the old rate of 1 1-20 per cent. -

gsberg says’

INDIANS AND WHIES
STILLBATILE N AR

Beinforgements of State Forces Ex-
pected—Red Men Likely to
Seek the Hills.

DENVER, February 23.—Reinforce-
ments are expected to reach Bluff,
Utah, today, where posses of whites
are engaged in a battle with Piute In-
dians.

In the fighting, which began Sunday,
five Indians and one white man have
been killed, one white man wounded,
and/six Indlans taken prisoners. It is
sald desultory fighting continued all
night within a half mile of Bluff, and
that the huts of Tse-Ne-Gat, leader of
the Indians, who is wantcd for murder,
have been burned.

Navajo Police on Wiy.

Reipnforcements are expected from
Monticello and twenty-five Navajo po-
lice are en route to Bluff from Ship
Rock Indian agency, New Mexico.

it is believed that the Indians will
tempt to escape through the hills,
cording to advices from Eluff, and
leaders of the posses are anxious
reinforcements in order that the
treat of the Indlans may be cut off.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, February
23.—A message just received from Buff,
~tah, says Indians are entering the
town. It is not known yet whether
they are Plutes seeking a parley or
thie Navajoe Indian police from Ship
Rock agency. .

FRE CONSUNES HOTE
THREEBODES N RUNS

Businees Buildings in Birmingham,
Ala., Destroyed, Involving Prop-
erty Loss Exceeding $200,000.

at-
ac-
the
for
re-

BIRMINGHAM, Ala., February 23.—
Fire broke out at 4:30 o'clock this
morning In the KRobertson Hardware
Company store, on 20th street, lower
part of a three-story building known as
the Buyck & Thomas building, and oils
and paints  exploded, causing rapid
spread of the fire. The blaze was not
under control until after 7 o'clock, and
the loss is estimated at more than
§200,000.

The White Palace saloon, owned by
M. . Renieo, and the Joe Wheeler res-
taurant and the Windsor Hotel are de-
stroyed with the Robertson Hardware
Company store.

Charred Bodies Found,

The charred bodies of thiree guests cf
the Windsor Hotel were found. Thelr
jdentity will have 1o be established later.
Search is on for other bodies.

Jack Burney, who occupled roomsa in
the Windsor Hotel, on the two upper
floora of the building, jumped to the
sidewallt and had both ankles broken.
¥our firenien were o badly hurt they
had to be hurried to the hospital. arl
Irwin, Knoxville: . Murry and
M. Murray of Sun Antonie ure paln-
fully hurt and are in a hospital.

The Windsor Hotel is a small one in
the heart of the city, occupying one of
the oldest buildings in Blrmingham.
Fire wrecked the structure almost com-
pletely, and it is probable that several
bodies are in the debris, which is piled
high in the shell of the building. It is
no? known how many people were in
the business bullding when the fire be-
gan, but peolice are trying to get a
check on those known to have been in
the hotel.

FRENCH GENERAL KILLED.

Gen. Loyzeau de Grand Maison Fq.l]s
on Field of Battle.

PARIS, February 23.—Another of the
distinguished soldiers of France has
fallen on the fleld of battle. It was an-
nounced today that Gen. Loyzeau de
Grand Malson had been killed In a rs-

;.

cent battle, .

TRADE COMMISSION
1S UNDER SGRUTINY

Senators to Inquire” Closely
Into Qualifications of the
President’s Nominees.

SNUB TO REPUBLICANS
SUBJECT OF COMMENT

Senator Newlands Predicts Favor-
able Report From Committee and
Hopes for Early Confirmation.

The President’s appointments to the
new federal trade commission, sent
to the Benate yesterday, will receive
the closest kind of scrutiny by sena-
tors before thelr confirmation is per-
mitted. Republican senators today In-
dicated that they thought the appoint-
ments “weak.” They contended, too,
that the President had *“burglarized”
the republican party in selecting rep-
resentatives of the bull moose party
for minority members of the commis-
sion and in ignoring the republicans
entirely. The law provides that not
more than three of the members of the
commission shall be members of the
same party. Three democrats have
been appointed and two progressives.

“The President may think that he is
justified in selecting the two minority
members of the commission from the
bull moose party,” said Senator Sher-
man of Illinois today. "“But the de-
scription of ghosts by a small boy in
Illinols pretty wel]l describes the bull

moose party right now—‘there ain't
none.' "

Criticism of Hurley.

Senator Sherman not long ago critl-
cised Edwin N. Hurley of Chicago, one
of the democrats appointed to t com-
misgion, on the floor of the Senate,
charging that Hurley was a member of
the “insidious lobby" said to be oper-
ating in Washington at the time the
tariff bill was under consideration. He
has also contended that Hurley was a
partiean of Roger Sullivan in Ilinois.
But Senator Sherman said today that
Lie had so far found there was not much
opposition to the President's appoint-
ments to the commission among the
democrats and that he did not progou
to “tilt at windmills” as he would be
doing if he undertook to fight the con-
firmation of these appointments if he
attempted to prevent their confirma-
tii?in without support from the majority
side. 2

“Let the democrats make all the mis-

takes they want to,” =sald Senator

Sherman. «
Some of the repablican leaders, how-

ever, . ipsist that' t ap ments

should be given the carefulest kind of

""serutiny before action is taken wupon

them. They point out that the. work
of the commission will be ¢f vast jm-
portance the business of the coun-
try and it men of h . ability
-should be placed on the com on.

Predicts Favorable Report.

Senator Newlands, chairman of the
interstate commerce committee of ‘the
Senate, to which the nomipations have
been refered, said that he thought the
nominations would be reported favor-
ably from the committee without de-
lay, and that he hoped they would be
confirmed before the close of the ses-
slon.

Consideration was begun today by the
committee of the nominees for the com-
mission. It was apparent at the out-
set of the meeting that careful inguliry
into qualifications of the nomlinees
would be demanded and the list was
referred to a subcommittee to report
not later than Saturday. The subcom-
mittee consists of Senators Pomerene,
Robinson, Saulsbury, Townsend and La
Follette.

Scme of the senators expressed strong
doubt that confirmations could be had
before March 4 in view of the wvast
amount of work which the Senate has
before it for consideration in the few
remaining days of the session.
Whether the President would under-
take to make recess appointments of
the commission should the Senate fall
to act upon the nominations was a
matter of conjecture, at the Capltol

Will- Stand by His Nominees.

President Wilson met rumblings of a
Senate fight on his nomination for the
new federal trade commission today by
the announcement thaj he intended to
stand by them. W. H. Parry of Seattle,
Wash., the President said, had been
appointed as a republican. Parry
hitherto had becn described as pro-
gressive republican.

GERMANY CALILS TROOPS.

Landsturm Now in Neutral Countries

Ordered to Join Colors.

GENEVA, via Parls, February 23.—
Germans up to the ape of forty-eight
eligible . gervice with the landsturfm
troops have been recalled from Switz-
erland and it is reported here those
livinz in other neutral countries have
alzo been directed to join the colors
not later than March 3. Austria Hke-
wise has summoned from neutral
countries men of the landsturm
up to the age of forty-five. The order
a.fects 2,000 living in Switzerland.

LOSES SUIT FOR FEE.

Supreme Court Affirms Decision De-
nying Gleason's Charges.

John B. Gleason, o New York lawyver,
today lost his suit in the Supreme
Court of the United States for $60,000
charges for defending Harry K. Thaw
in his first trial for the killing of Stan-

d White.

Io_;hc court held that services of a
lawyer are not property, within the
meaning of the bankruptey law which
provides a bankrupt shall not be dis-
eharged from liability for obtaining
property LY false pretenses, and so
affirmed the federal courts in New
York.

. DAY IN CONGRESS.

Senate.

Met at 11 am.

Debate was resumed on the army bill

The interstate commerce committee
began work on nominations to the fed-
eral trade commission. X

The conference committee on the ad-
ministration ship bill was called to
meet tonight.

House.
Mer at 11 a.m.

Debate was continued on the fortifica-
tions bill
Federal Judge Dayton continued

under cross-examination before a ju-

diciary subcommittee.. . 3/ =

.

GERMAN OFFENSIVE
BROUGHT TOAHALT,
RUSSIANS DECLARE

Czar’s Tenth Army at Bay
,After Defeat in East
Prussia.

AUSTRIANS REPORTED
TO BE IN GRAVE DANGER

Division Repulsed Near Krasne,
. Checking Enemy’s Movements,
Says Petrograd.

FIGHTING GOES ON IN NORTH

Slavs Confident Presént Defense Line
Cannot Be Penetrated—Loss
of Corps Not Regarded
as Catastrophe.

L]

PETROGRAD, February 23,
via London.—Making claim to
marked successes in the Carpa-
thians and to having defeated
the German offensive campaign in
the north, which “never emerged
from' its period of preparation,”
Russian staff officers took an op-
timistic view today of the out-
look along the whole front.

The Russian 1oth Army, which,
according to an official report by
Grand Duke Nicholas, the Rus-
sian commander-in-chief in the
lﬁeld, lost one of its corps in the

last big battle in East Prussia,
now stands at bay along the line
of the Narew, Bobr and Niemen
rivers within Russian territory.

Advance Is Stopped.

The German advance from East Prus-
sia has been stopped, owing largely
to the flooding of rivers and the meit-
ing of snow, while the atteinpt to cross
the Bobr river has been thwarted. A
new battle line has thus been formed
in the north, along which there is un-

fighting.

On the other hand, operations in the
Carpathians are developing rapidly and
the Austrian right flank is now threat-
ened by the offensive movemenit. Near
Krasne,  thirty miles east of Lemberg,
the Rustians repulsed an Austrian divi-
sfon, thus putting a check on the move-
ments of Austro- forces which
were attempting to concentrate at
Stanislau.

Situation in Poland.

The situation in northern Foland,
however, {8 regarded as of greatest im-
mediate importance. The peosition of
the Germans near Ossowetz is consid-
ered critical, since they are under at-
tack from the heavy guns of the fort-
ress and are unable to bring up their
own heavy artillery, owing to the poor
roads.

A stubborn fight on the road to Lom-
za was won by the Russians, with the
result that-the {mportant point of Ed-
vabno still remains in their hands,

The only location in that general wi-
cinity still in dispute is Przasnysz, fifty
miles west of Lomza. According to
Russian staff officers the Germans have
gathered a large force near this point
and are expected to attempt an ad-
vance.

German Formations.

Along the whole front the Germans
have been proceeding In six separate
grouus—ﬂg.e first in the direction of
Eydkuhnen, the second toward Grodno,
the third around Ossowetz, the fourth
in the district of Lomza, the fifth in
the direction of Przasnysz and the
gixth near Plonsk and Nowo Georgi-
ewsk. All these groups are keeplig as
close as possible to the rallroads on
account of the almost impassable eon-
dition of the highways. Communica-
tion between these groups is maintain-
ed by means of cavalry.

A general survey of the whole north-
ern field of operations is said to show
that the HRusslans have retired to =«
previously prepared line and are able
to stop the German advance wherever
it is decided to accept battle under
conditions which are deemed the most
favorable. Russian officers say it wiil
be Impossible for the Germans to
break through the present line of de-
fenses.

No Fears for Lemberg.

No fears are felt here for the safety

of Lemberg. The town of Halicz, with
its extensive fortifications, is expectedl
to provide an effective barrier to the
Austrian advidnce toward Lemberc.
The Halicz bridge over the Dnelster is
the oaly point at which the Austrians
could hope to cro=s the broad, treach-
rrous river. Between Haliez and Lem-
berg the country is a level pilain,
which would be ditlicult to aefend.
On account of thesze conditions it ia
belicvesl the Ausirians will deliver their
offensive movement northwestward,
through a2 country less strongly for-
tifted.

Russian View of Losses.

“Granud Duke XNicholas lifts the cur-
tain frankiy and truthfully, as he Las
done on previous occasions when sue-
cess has not been won,” says the Rech.
“The enem}’'s forces were so great that
the tenth army could mot withstund
them. The position of our forces be
canme difficult on account of the Inclk
of railroads and the presence of deep
gnow, which prevented the arrival of
reinforcements. We had either to ac-
cept a battle which would have entailed
great losses of men without profit 1o
purselves, or retreat to a position in
which wz“could hope to meet the enemy
ssfully.

a"l“?('::,‘f:fm-rmn sense dictated the latter
course. When the Germans ved
our determination they threw them-
selves on our flank, hoping to destroy
our entire army.

Corps Is Laid Open.
“The rapid retreat toward Kovno lald
open one of our army corps, which was

farthest to the left. With unusual cour-
age and stubbornneas this glorious corps




